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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the Piying personnes in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
Ww 


and others connected th aviation, 
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ROUND TRIP PANAMA FLIGHT BY 


Major General Oscar Westover, Chief of 
the Air Corea returned to Washington on 
Wednesday, y 25th, as scheduled, fol- 
lowing a journey by air to the Panama 
Canal Zone, and reported a most enjoy- 
able flight as well as a very interest- 
ing inspection of Air Corps activities 
there. 

Enroute to Panama, General Westover 
etoppes over at Kelly Field, Texas, on 
May 12th, for a brief visit with Colonel 
Frank D, Lackland, Commandant of the Ad- 
vanced Flying School. He first landed 
at Randolph Field and had a short visit 
with his son, 2nd Lieut. Charles B. 
Westover, who is a student on the basic 
stage at the Primary Plysné School. He 
then flew his special A-17AS Attack air- 
poume to the San Antonio Air Depot, 

can Field, Texas; for a thorough me- 
chanical check before taking off at 2:00 
p.m, for Brownsville, Texas, where he 
arrived an hour and 45 minutes later. 

Remaining overnight at Brownsville, 
the General took off at 6:00 a.m, the 
following day (May 13th) for the Panama 
Canal Zone, via Tampico; Vera Cruz, where 
the plane was refueled; Minatitlan, 
Tehuantepec, Tapachula, and Guatemala 
City, Guatemala, where he remained over- 
night. On May 14th he flew to gt 
Nicar » and, after eruete at that 
point, continued on to David, Republic 
of Panama. After passing through sever- 
al bad storms enroute, he decided to 
land at David to check for weather re- 
ports and, upon receiving partially fa- 
vorable reports, started for Albrook 
Field, He proceeded for a distance of 
only about forty miles, however, when he 
found all chances of getting = 
blocked by severe thunder storms, hea 
downpours of rain, and no visibility. 
had no alternative other than to return 
to David, where he remained omy 

fr 
arriv- 


6 


taking off early the next morning 
15th) for Albrook Field, where ie 
ed at 9:00 o'clock. 

In the afternoon, General Westover at- 
tended a reception given in his honor by 
the officers and ladies of France and 
Albrook Fields, and at which were also 


prenens the Governor of the Panama Canal, 


Olonel Clarence S. Ridley, and Mrs. 
Ridley; Major General David L. Stone, 
Commanding General of the Panama Canal 


THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS 


Department, and Mrs. Stone, and Briga- 
dier General and Mrs. Frederic H, Smith. 
On May 16th, General Westover made an 
inspection of Albrook Field, and on the 
following he inspected the field 
work and bombing practice at Rio Hato, 
also the proposed sites for new Air 
Corps installations. In the afternoon 
and evening of that day (May 17th) he 
began to suffer from an infection, the 
result of an insect bite he received 
while at David, and was confined to his 
bed for two days undergoing treatment. 
On Fri » May 2Oth, General Westover 
inspected France Field and the Panama 
Air Depot thereat, returning to Albrook 
Field just before the heavy afternoon 
rains made flying impracticable. He 
spent Saturday in conference with 
Mas peed ya Commander (General Stone) and 
Brigedier General George H, Brett, Com- 
mander of the 19th Wing, relative to ob- 
servations and conclusions reached b 
him as the result of his trip. He then 
made preparations for his return jour- 


ney. 
| See Albrook Field at 7:00 a.m,, 


Sunday, May 22nd, and after refueling at 
Managua, General Westover arrived at 
Guatemala City, Guatemala, at about 

1:00 p.m., where he spent a most delight- 
ful return visit. Speaking of Guatemala 
city, the General stated: 

I consider this city very distinc- 
tive and worth while visiting by any 
person who is fond of travel." 

On Monday, May 24rd, General Westover 
flew from Guatemala City to the San 
Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, pro- 
ceeding via Vera éruz, Mexico, where his 
plane was refueled, and the port of 
entry at Brownsville, Texas, where he 
cleared the customs and quarantine, He 
left his airplane at the San Antonio Air 
Depot for the usual 20-hour check. In 
the meantime, he learned that he had be- 
come a grandfather, so he lost no time 
in paying a visit to his grandson, who 
was born during the General's absence 
from the United States. 

Leaving San Antonio on the morning of 
May 25th, the General arrived in Washing- 


ton on the afternoon of that day. He was 
accompanied on this aerial journey to 
Panama and return by. Staff Sergeant 


Sammel Hymes, his mechani 





i 


Cc, 
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Touching on some of the observations 
he made during the course of his round 
trip flight to the Isthmus, General 
Westover stated: 

"Aside from the experience of flying 
over this very varied and interesting 
terrain on the general route followed by 
airplanes being ferried to Panama, I was 
able to observe the operations of the 
Pan-American Airways and to appreciate 
the hearty cooperation continually ex- 
tended by that remarkable organization 
to Army pilots flying to and from the 
Canal Zone, At Managua I saw an airport, 
the buildings and installations on which 
I believe fully to be the equal of the 
best we have in the United States. 
particularly impressed with the govern- 
ment buildings on this airport. 


"I found Guatemala City a most intrig- | 


uing place, possessing a cleanliness 
which is outstanding, and 
nicipal discipline was manifested to a 
degree which was not alone distinctive 


in character but reflected a high degree | 


of civic pride and responsibility. Here 
I was also able to view a large topo- 
graphical map of Guatemala which showed 
the volcanic peaks and the mountainous 
terrain of that country in a most pic- 
turesque and illuminating manner and 
Caused me to appreciate the wisdom of 
flying a coastal route rather than to 
attempt to fly over these mountainous 
areas by dead reckoning without radio 
direction finder equipment in my plane. 
"I faund the Air Corps personnel at 
Albrook and France Fields Sp perentty 
contented, happy and ars fad nterested 
in their work, The tactical wits ex- 
hibited fine efficiency in their field 
operations and were highly complimented 
by me for the high standard of perform- 
ance in administrative and tactical op- 
erations, Much is he crete in the way 
of new and modern facilities and equip- 
ment, all of which I shall hops to be of 
assistance in providing as the result of 
ae ether understanding of conditions 


aining in the Panama Canal Department." 


While at Guatemala City, General 
Westover was the guest of Mr. Fay A. 
DesPortes, the American Minister, and 
Mrs. DesPortes; also the guest at Cinner 
of Lieut. Colonel Victor W.B. Wales, 
Cavalry, and Mrs. Wales. He was exten- 
sively entertained during his stay in 
the Canal Zone, where he was hs *acuse 

est of Brigadier General and Mrs. 

eorge H, Brett, wee Commander. 
m—=OY0-—— 


The teers | named Air Corps officers, 

effective May 1, 1938, were given perman- 

ent promotions to the rank indicated, 

these officers holding temporary rank up 

to that date: 
Lieut, Colonel Charles B, Oldfield 
meor Carl F, Greene “ 

Major Chilion F, Wheeler | 

. ---000--- 


I was | 


olice and m- | 


| 


| 254, dated April 
| eering Section, Air Corps Materiel 


| 


STARTER MOTORS 


A memorandum Report (Serial No, U-54- 
5, 1938) of the ape 
Divi- 
sion, Wright Field, Ohio, prepared on a 
starter motor failure has a definite in- 
terest for all service activities. The 


-| failure of the starter motor, it was 
| stated, was due to overheating of the 


} 
} 
ar 
| 
' 


armature commutator to such an extent as 


| to soften the solder on the armature 


| binding wire, allowing it to come off. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Recommendation was made that the Ser- 
vice be instructed to check over the 
starter and battery whenever it appears 
that more time is required than usual 


| for energizing the starter flywheel. 


"Tt is believed," says the Materiel 
Division Correspondent, "that the Ser- 
vice is familiar enough with the inertia 
starter to tell without the use of a 


| tachometer when a starter flywheel is 


j 
' 
{ 


' g0, the. starter should be changed. 


slow in coming up to speed. When this 
condition exists, the starter should be 


| checked to determine if engine oil has 
| leaked into the starter gearing and, if 


A 
starter free from oil should run four 


| minutes before the flywheel stops turn- 


ing when the initial speed of tne fly- 
wheel is 12,000 r.v.m, An approximate 
check on this is. sufficient. If the 


'gtarter is found to turn freely, then 
| the battery voltage should be checked 
while the starter is being energized. 

| This voltage should not-drop below 8.6 


volts. The Materiel’ Division is work- 
_ing with the starter manufacturer to 
| develop a fan-cooled starter motor which 
will eliminate nen tanell 
---000--— 


MAYO CLINIC DOCTORS VISIT WRIGHT FIELD 


Dr. W.M. Boothby and Dr. W.R. Lovelace, 
of’ the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., 
ceme to Wright Field during the latter 
pert of April to consult with officers 
of the Physiological Research Laboratory 
on the problems of oxygen administra- 
| tion, . Boothby is an expert on. meta- 
'bolism. The study of the two Mayo . 
| Clinic physicians was undertaken on | 
| benalf of commercial airlines, They - 
| expressed themselves as being much in-. 

_ terested in the equipment and the re- 
| Sults obtained in the Physiological 


| Research Laboratory. 
| 

| Under Special Orders of the War De- ; 
Pgh recently issued, Captain Louis 
‘M, Merrick, Air Corps, is relieved from 

| assignment and duty as Instructor of the 
| 43rd Division Aviation, Connecticut 

| National Guard, Hartford, Conn,, and as- 
| signee to duty at Mitchel Field, N.Y, He 
| wi 1 be succeeded as Instructor of the 
43rd Division Aviation. by Major Jasper 
'K. McDuffie, now on duty as student at 


an 3 the Air Corps Tactical School. 


V-7749, A.C. 














THE GHQ AIR FORCE MANEUVERS 


Major General Frank M, Andrews, Com- 
ewer | General of the GHQ Air Force, 
took off at 3:00 p.m., May 17th, in his 
command plane enroute to: Lameter Field, 
Va., in the advance echelon as the war 
games concluded, and staffs and tactical 
units departed for home stations. 


|! the maneuver, Colonel Walter H. Frank, 
‘Chief of Staff, speaking for General 
| Andrews, pointed to the initial phase 
i'wherein tauree B-17 Flying Fortresses 
‘made a reconnaissance flight, locating 
ia commercial vessel 776 statute miles 
at sea, employing celestial navigation, 


Prior te his departure, General Andrews and the last phase of the maneuver, 


expressed complete satisfaction with the 


known as the "black-out" problem, or air 
| 


handling of tactical units, the direction)raid drill, which was conducted success- 


of the war games by the staffs, and em- 
phasized particularly the excellence of 
cupply and air base — and results, 

e GHQ Air Force Commander emphasized 


the fact that, despite the difficult fly- 


ing schedules, involving more than 7,000 
aircraft hours, much of which was at 

night and in uncertain weather, there 

were ne accidents, the most serious dan- 
age to materiel being a bent propeller. 
No Army Air Corps officer or soldier 
fered the slightest injury. "That, to 
me," said General Andrews, “is the hap- 


piest and most satisfying feature in con- 


nection with these wer games, It also 
emphasizes the yaar agen bei. and 
superb flying skill of the pilots in our 
Air Force, and it points unmistakably to 
the excellence of their equipment and 
the unequaled care with wiuich mainten- 
ance crews performed their arduous du- 
ties, even under the stress of 24-hour 
service," 

Prior to his departure, the GHQ Air 
Force Staff submitted to the Air Force 
Commander brief summaries of the opera- 
tions conducted under the supervision of 
each branch, Lieut. Colonel Joseph T. 
McNarney, G-4, GHQ Air Force, submitted 
the following compilation cf logistic 


figures: 

Motor vehicles employed ........... 400 
Gasoline distributed (gals.)...400,000 
Bombs or aes ee a eens 2,18 
Weight of bombs (lbs.)........; 260,000 
Food distributed (tons per day)..... 10 
Plane hours flown (operations 

fe) PP years ox Pee ee eee 2,285 
Plane miles flown (operations 

Pe ee en ee ee 340 , 254 


Lieut. Colonel C.W. Lewis, Signal 
Corps, Signal Officer on the GHQ Air 
Force Staff, pointed out the results oh- 
tained in the first trials of a complete 
teletype communications system servicing 
widely separated units. Colonel Lewis 
poinees out that the teletype circuits 

nvolved 39 machines and 1,100 miles of 
wire, The average daily transfer of or- 


ders and information over this teletype ‘of the four-engined "F 


circuit was 20,000 words, and the heavi- 
est day of the maneuver found 30,000 
words transferred over this system. He 


gave it as his opinion that the teletype-Smith 


suf- 


| fully at Farmingdale, L.I., New York,on 
Monday evening, May 16th. Colonel Frank 
stated that the reconnaissance mission 
far to sea demonstrated the high state 
of navigational training which obtains 
in tae GHQ Air Force. He was particu- 
larly enthusiastic about the thorough 
cooperation and excellent spirit demon- 
strated by the citizens in the Farming- 
dale area in cooperating with the Army 
Air Corps in the first air raid drill 
in America, "Definitely," said Colonel 
Frank, "we have learned from the air 
raid drill many things which will 
strengthen the air defense of the 
nation," 

On the morning of May 18th, all re- 
|maining units of the GHQ Air Force be- 
| gan their return to their home stations, 
\employing air transport. The 19 tempo- 
lrary air bases were expected to be com- 
ipletely abandoned by sunset of that day. 


| 
| 
| 





Haggard troops of "war" came home to 
‘Langley Field on Tuesday, May 17th, from 
ithe "battle zone," where men and planes 
from this station joined with others of 
the General Headquarters Air Force in 
defending the Northeastern section of 
the United States from attack by a 
"Coalition of Asiatic and European 
powers, " 

Thirty airplanes and approximately 150 


4 \officers and enlisted men were included 


jin the various contingents to return to 
the airdrome. 

_Leading one parade of returning air 
might was Lieut. Colonel Adlai H. 
Gilkeson, Commanding Officer of the 8th 
Pursuit Group, who was in front of 25 
two-seater Pursuit planes which arrived 
at the Peninsula airdrome at 3:55 p.m, 
from Miller Field, New Dorp, N.Y., and 
Camp Dix, in New Jersey. 

Major Caleb V, Haynes led six "Flying 
Fortress" Bombers, one Martin B-10 and 
one Pursuit ship home from Harrisburg, 
Pa., where the 49th Bombardment Squadron 
from Langley Field was stationed. Three 

lying For tresses" 
which came home behind Major Haynes re- 





turned to Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Phillips Field, Md., with Captain A.Y. 
n charge, to ferry personnel and 


writer communications system had proved | equipment of the Second Bombardment 


itself as a fast and reliable means of 


Group, He left Langley Field at 2:00 — 


communications between ground establish-,;p.m,, arrived at Aberdeen at 3:00 p.m, 


ments, 


jand returned to Langley Field at 4:00 
Asked te summarize the high lights of _ 
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The Hamilton Field Correspondent re- 


ate in the afternoon of May 22nd was 


ee nr 


ures that characterize preparations for 
orts that the commotion which was heard 


any Air Force exercise on a large scale. 
|I was impressed, as a result of my 


only the arrival of Hamilton Field's Air | brief inspection at Mitchel Field this 


Force from the East Coast, where mimic 
warfare under the name of GHQ Air Force 
Maneuvers had been held for the past 
three weeks, 

The arrivals consisted of four flights, 
totaling ten Douglas B-18 Bombers, Lieut. 
Colonel George E, Stratemeyer. Command- 
ing Officer of the 7th Bombardment Group, 
and his flight of five planes; Major 
Lucas V, Beau, Jr., -of March Field, 
Calif., attached to the 7th Bombardment 
Group for the duration of the Maneuvers, 
with a flight cf three planes; Major 


Newton Longfellow, Commending Officer of | 


‘morning, with the fact that the system 

| being emplcyed this year in troop move- 
‘ments, establishment of operating facil- 
‘ities, and rapidity. of concentration is 
‘undoubtedly suverior to any previously 
'emploved, I fuily expect that the _ 
'practicability of this year's plan will 
G confirmed by the results acaieved — 
‘when active operations commence. I wish 
to congratulate General Andrews and his 
| staff as a result of what I have already 
| seen,! 


Three Provisional Transport Squadrons 


the 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, and lst! brought to the maneuver area in 27 air- 


Lieut. Joseph J, Ladd, Assistant Engin- 
igen, Officer of Hamilton Field, with 
one plane each, Ths planes were loaded 
to capacity with men and equipment from 
all squadrons cf the field, 

Their faces scemed extremely happy as 
or set foot upon the terra rirma of 
their home station again, The ones who 
seemed the happiest, however, were the 
otficers' wives, who had been pgs 
telephoning the dispatcher's office al 
during the afternoon, requesting the 
time of their arrival ond if any more 
news had been heard from them. The com- 
bination of real mattresses to sleep on, 
real civilized food to eat (no beans 
and the beaming faces of loved ones to 
greet them made these warriors declare 
their appreciation of "Home, Sweet Home." 

~ pila. unannounced at Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., at 9:20 a.m. EDST on the morning 
of May Sth, flying his Northrep Atvack 
wee Major General Oscar Westover, 
hief of the Air Corps, was met by the 
Base Commander of Mitchel Field, Lieut. 
colonel T.J, Hanley, Jr., Air Corps, and 
immediately set out on an inspection of 
the preparations made at Mitchel Field 
for the direction of the most realistic 
maneuvers ever neld by the GQ 
Mitchel Field being tae nerve center of 
the exercises, with GHQ Air Force Head- 
uarters, under Major General Frank M. 

drews, Chief of the GEQ Air Force, and 

Wins Headquarters, under Brigadier 

General Frederick L, Martin, already set 
¢ This was General Westover's first 
stop on a two anc one-half day insvec- 
tion trip which was to take him to all 
the 19 airdromes in the maneuver area, 
where combat units of Bombardment, Pur- 
suit and Attack esse Lanes were in the 
final stage of digg ng in before the 
start of the "war" on May 12th. 

Before taking off an hour and a half 
later for his next stop at Farmingdale, 
L,I., General Westover made the follow- 
ing statement: 

Having an opportunity to observe the 
Maneuvers of tae GHQ Air Force on the 
West Coast last year at first hand, I am 
able to grasp quickly the essential feat- 





Air Force, | 


| plenes a total of 295 officers and men. 

: Tne First Provisional Transport —_ 

| ron, equipped with eleven bi-motore 

3-13 Douglas Bombers, flying from March 

| Field to the East Coast, with stops at 
Biges Field, El Paso, Texas, end Barks- 
dale Field, Shreveport, La., included 

3o officers and wen of the First Wing 

Headquarters, 22 officers anc men of the 

17th Attack Group Heedzguarters, 22 offi- 

‘cers and men of the 19th Bonbardment 

| Group, 20 officers and men of the 30th 
Bombardment Squacron and 22 officers and 
|men of the 95h Attack Squadron, This 

' Squadron, under the conmand o. Major 

| Paul Prentiss, Air Corps, proceeded to 
Schenectady, N.Y.; Groton, Coun., and 

tford, Conn... delivering officers and 

men to their unit airdromes at those 
cities. 

The Second Provisional Transport 
Squadron, equipped with five bi-motored 
Douglas B-18 airplanes, in command of 
Major Newton Longfellow, Air Corps, 
flew from Hamilton Field, Calif., to 
Westfield, Conn., and Hartford, Conn., 

i with a stop at Selt Lake City, Utah, 

| and an overnight stay at Fort Riley, 

‘Kansas. The officers and men compris- 

‘ing the Squadron on this movement in- 

cluted 33 from she 7th Bombardment Group 

/ Headquarters and 22 from the 9th Bom- 
erdment Squadron, 

, The Third Provisional Transport Squad- 

‘ron, under the ccmmand of Cavtain 4#,A, 
hiliery, Air Corps, and consisting of 
'@leven bi-motorec Douglas C-33 air- 
iplanes, flew to maneuver bases at Camden, 
|N.J.; Allentown. Pa.; Floyd Bennett Air- 
| port and Mitchel Field, N.Y., from 

| Barksdale Field, La., stops being made 

|at Maxwell Field, Ala., and Lang ey 

| Field, Va. Officers and men participat- 

| ing in this movement included 33 from 

| the Taird Wing Headquarters, 22 from the 
20th Pursuit Group headquarters, 22 from 

| the 13th Atteck Squadron, 22 from the 

| 55th Pursuit Squadron and 22 from the 

| Third Attack Group Headquarters. 


| 
| 
| 


| The three Wing Commanders of the GH 
|Air Force, with their respective staffs, 
i|reached the maneuver area on May &rd. 
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Brigadier General Delos C, Emmons, 
commanding the First Wing, set up his 
headquarters at New Haven, Conn.; Briga- 


dier General Arnold Wl, Krogstad, command- 


ing the Second Wing, at Micdletown, Pa., 
and Brigadier General Frederick L. 
Martin, commanding the Third Wing, at 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Colonel Walter H, Frank, Chief of 
Staff of the GHQ Air Force, arrived at 
Mitchel Field on the afternoon of May 


Va 


staff arrived at Mitchel Field on the 


morning of May 4th, and included Colonel | 


Walter G, Kilner, Assistant Chief of 
Staff, G-3, who was in direct charge of 


air operations; Lieut. Colonel Russell L.) 


1, Ordnance Officer; Lieut.Colonel 
C.C. Drake, Quartermaster; Major Wm. W. 
Dick, GHQ Air Force Adjutant General; 
Major James P, Hodges, Assistant Chief 


Maxwe 


of Staff, G-2; Major Walter Reed, Acting | 


Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2; and Major 
C.C, Chauncey, Assistant to Colonel 
Kilner, G-3. 


The system of communication, previously 
referred to, capable of handling five 


times the traffic of the previous system | 
and of handling it far more quickly, was , 


a teletyp 


e hook-up to enable General 
Andrews 


Headquarters to commmicate 


simultaneously with all units or to reach 
any unit individually without holding up | 


messages on Other circuits, a vitally 
important consideration with any air 
force, for two reasons; first, the mo- 
bility,which is a chief asset of an air 
force, can be largely lost if it cannot 
transmit its orders promptly: and, sec- 
ond, an efficient teletype system, re- 
placing radio communication, releases 
use of the air for ground to plane and 
interplane communication. 

Formerly, messages could not be trans- 
mitted faster than a man could type them 
on the machine, Under the new systen, 
any number of messages can be punched 
out on strips of paper and held, like a 
pianola roll, until the line is open, 
when they are sent out by the machine at 
sixty words a minute, An instrument 
called a Perforator, a sort of message 
"Storage box," will record a communica- 
tion and hold it while right of way is 
gives to a more urgent message, The 

erforator then sends its delayed mes- 
sage through at the first opportunity. 

During the course of the — 
Maneuvers, General Andrews an 


sistance when one engine fails); photo- 

flash bombs for night photography, and 

portable lifting jacks for heavy bombers. 
The field lighting system consists of 


|@ gasoline generator for electric power, 
| runway and obstruction lights, and an 


airport beacon, The entire unit packed 


| in three boxes can be carried in one of 
| the larger type airplanes and set up in 


‘a short time, 
| ful, it means that a Pursuit § 
ord in a B-18 Bomber from Langley Field, | 


Seven members of Major General Andrews' 


Should it prove success- 
uadron, 
woich does not have landing lichts on 
its airplanes because of the weight fac- 
tor, can operate during war time from 


/an unlighnted field in a remote section 


where no electricity is available. Such 
'a field would restrict or prohibit 
night flying if a portable field light- 
ing system were not available, with a 
consequent loss of effectiveness and mo- 
bility to the air force, Ten sets of 


| this equipment were made up for test and 


' two special sets (these include the 
beacon, which compares favorably with 
'permenently installed beacons). 

| he portable weather station consists 
'of a truck fully equipped with meteoro- 
| lozical instruments, weather maps and 
‘radio for reception of Bureau of Air 
Commerce broadcasts, <A detachable mast 
is mounted on the truck's roof to place 
the windvane and anemometer, which meas- 
lure wind velocity, high enough for accu- 
rate readings. Again, mobility is the 
issue, for without reliable weather 
forecasts a squadron's flying operations 
‘may be greatly curtailed - or conducted 
at unnecessary risk. In either case, the 
'the advantege gained from the speed of 
the airplanes is largely lost. 

The rolling photo laboratory, . with 
developing and printing equipment in- 
stalled in a trailer, towed by a 13-ton 
truck, and constituting a portable 
‘photographic workshop, can hand the com- 
manding officer of a reconnaissance 
' squadron prints of an enemy airdrome 
‘within six minutes after the reconnais- 
‘sance plane has landed from its mission. 
|. NO airplane is highly mobile without 
‘gasoline in its tanks, hence the test 
of a new method of furnishing fuel for 
| widely dispersec squadrons. Arrangement 
was made wlth five leading oil companies 
for spotting tank cars on rail sidings 
‘within easy reach of government gas 
_ trucks, these in turn servicing the air- 
plenes directly. The former system of 
'"spotting" thousands of drums of gaso- 
| line at the sites to be used by squad- 
_tons in the field entailed a tremendous 


Air Force | amount of work and tir Ahags at Reet = fs | 
his Staff! by tying dowm squadrons to those fields 


arranged extensive tests of new portable wuere fuel had taus been made available 


field equipment, among them being a com-/ in advance. 


plete field lighti 


The employment of this sys- 


system, portable by | tem in the Maneuvers would have necessi- 


air; a portable weather station; rolling | tated 5,540 drums of gasoline, repre- 


hoto laboratories; rolling gasoline 


i senti 


a total weight of 2,515,000 lbs., 


ank car; sealed-in Air Foo Containers; | being transported and rolled into place 


full feathering 


tag megpene ty these can be 
stopped in the a 


r to cut down wind re- 


on the various airdromes, or 787 truck- 
loads from the railheads. 
M-7749, A.C. 








ENGINEER OFFICERS BIG HELP TO MECHANICS 


According to the News Letter es en 
dent, the mechanics in the 63rd Schoo 
Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas, consider 
themselves very rortunate to have a 


| lighting system makes night operation 
Ossible. In order that maneuverability 
| by means of military trucks and tractors 
|may be accomplished, a dolly is supplied 
‘which converts the semi-trailer to a 
|full trailer, — 


Squadron Commander and Squadron Erineer-' a 
ing Officer who are experienced engineers! 


and test pilots. The Souadron Commander 


is Captain ovat § F, Dyer, and the Engin-} 
Ss 


eering Officer, 
Bishop. 
gether at the Hawaiian Air Depot. Lieut. 
ae ag was Station Engineering Officer at 
Luke Field prior to reporting for duty at 
Kelly Field. 

Both officers are conversant with en- 
ineering and supply problems of the Air 
orps, and it is a great help to the en- 

listed mechanics of the 63rd School 
Squadron to have such capable engineers 
—_ ge pe gh ps the organi ease The 
pilots qu y diagnose any engine, air- 
pate a radio trouble, in flight, mak- 
_—s mechanic's work much lighter. 

e 63rd Squadron has Attack airplanes 
which have most of the late types of Air 
Corps equipment, 2 

--—=—OU03-—-— 


FUEL SERVICING TRUCK 


The Type F-1 Fuel Servicing Truck has 
been standardized, according to the News 
Letter Correspondent at the Materiel Di- 
vision, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, This 
truck is of the tractor-trailer type, and 
its. capacity is 75 tons. It is a six- 
wheel, six-wheel drive truck, with a 
rocking, self-aligning, interchangeable 
coupling mounted on the chassis frame 
for connecting the tank trailer. The 
semi-trailer is of the drop frame, tan- 
dem dual-wheel type, with a four-compart- 
ment, 4,000-gallon tank mounted thereon. 

The tank is provided with emergency 
controls in accordance with the rulings 
of the Automotive Committee of the Amer- 
conn, Resro lees spose sate. é apls-pemer— 
-) wal pumping system consisting o 2e 
following equipment is provided on the 
trailer: gasoline engine, 10-14 h.p.; 
twa segregators; two pumps; two strain- 
ers; two meters; two expansion (surge) 
chambers with pressure gauges; Tour hose 
reels, two of which are used for suction 
and two for dispensing; and all necessa- 
7 valves and piping. The engine is en- 
closed by flame-proof, fire-resisting 
bulkheads. é; 

The rear compartment, a pi the 
p ing and the gasoline engine, is pro- 
tected by an automatic COo fire extin- 


t Lieut. Harry S. 


guish system, which is actuated by 
sudden pon 0 ge wr rise or by explosion. 
Manual control is also provided. 


The trailer is designed for a fuel dis- 
paneneg copecs ty of gallons per min- 
ute, 100 gallons per pump, but the systen 
can be reworked to a capacity of 300 gal- 
lons per minute when the need arises. A. 


| 
| 
These two officers served to- 


6-. 


| MEMORIAL FLIGHT ACROSS ISTHMUS OF PANAMA 


On April 27, 1938, six airplanes from 
the 25th Bombardment Squadron, France 
| Field, Panama Canal Zone, detached them- 
| selves and took up formation with a Pan- 
American Airways Douglas DC-d passenger 

plane, flying from Albrook Field to 

| France Field. Historical 2 tage wo 
‘could be attached to this flight, for a 
| passenger in the Douglas transport was 
|Mr, Robert G, Fowler, who 25 years ago 
|on that date, made the first airplane 

| flight from the Pacific to the Atlantic 
| side across the Isthmus of Panama, In 

| 1912, Mr. Fowler flew a hydroplene 
|across the Isthmus, landing off the 

| point of what is now Fort Randolph. By 

| this feat, he was the first man ever to 
have flown from the Pacific to the 

' Atlantic ocean, noneseap. 

| The 65 miles between the two oceans 

| took 57 minutes to cover, In attempting 
| to beach his airplane after landing, 
|minor damage occurred which became major 
—— to him, since there was not an 
|airplane part within a distance of a 

| thousand miles of hin. a eee 
| eventually cost Mr. Fowler $4,000, which 
; sum had been offered to him by the Costa 
/Rican government for an exhibition 
flight the page oy week, The repair 
of the damage itself cost $25.00. 

"In this day and time, with large 
fields on each side of the Canal, mili- 
tary and civilian aircraft making the 
trip many times daily, we must not mini- 
|mize the accomplishments of this first 
flight," says. the Albrook Field Corres- 
pondent. "It took a man of exceptional 
ability and courage. It took tremendous 
pe It blazed the way for 

ater craft, and so, Mr. Fowler, the 
pilot officers on duty in Panama salute 
you, 
---000--~ 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 
partment, recently issued, Brigadier 
General James E, Chaney, Air Corps, upon 
the expiration of his appointment as 
Assistant to the Chief of the Air Corps, 
July 16, 1958, is relieved from assign- 
ment and duty at the Air Corps Training 
Center, Randolph Field, Texas, and as- 
signec to the command of Mitchel Field, 
New York, 

The appodatment of Brigadier General 
George oH, Bret*, Air Corps, as Wing Conm- 
mander, with the rank of Brigadier Gener- 
al, and his assignment to the command of 
the 19th Wing, Albrook Field “agape 

. (Continued on Page 12), 
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AND I ABOUT FLYING FROM: T 


We pilots were prone to. think that be- 
cause regulations require the use of 
oxygen in flights above 15,000 feet alti- 
tude, it is not neces to resort to 
oxygen at lower levels this. Per- 
haps my. of us have come home, after 
having flown over the top from 10,000 to 
12, feet. for a considerable length of 
time, and have been informed later in 
the evening by our better halves or room 
mates that we were certainly allowing 
flying to get us down and that it was 
pretty to to have to put up with one 
of those birds who takes his flying so 
seriously that four or five hours in the 
air would turn him into a perfect 
"Grouch, " 

Our retort in such cases has usual 
been: "Oh, it's just the noise of tha 
— that has griggsk I ones hear 
& ng you and, besides, may 
have been something I ate." 

Experience has recently shown, however, 
that such "grouches" were usually caused 
by lack of oxygen at hign altitudes and 
not by any worry induced by weather con- 
teens fear of motor failure or the 


8. e 
Now, ouchiness is not our normal 
state, but it is reasonable to assume 
that in flying at high altitudes the 


oxygen supply has been insufficient and 
has rendered us abnormal in a psycholog- 
ical sense. An instance of this was re- 
cently brought to the author's mind when 
flying between two Army fields 400 odd 
miles apart. Weather conditions were 
excellent, both at the place of take-off 
and at the place of landing, but for 3550 
miles between these two fields, however, 
low clouds, dense rain and generally 
poor flying conditions under the clouds 
confronted our hero, so he promptly went 
over the top. This was not as simple as 
it sounds, for over the top meant an al- 
titude of 12,000 feet - sometimes 13, 500 
feet - to avoid plunging through turbu- 
lent cloud-mountain peaks which were 
strewn along the way. 

4A rather ott nd was blowing across 
the course, which necessitated crabbing 
a bit to keep on the radio range beacon 
course, With the "N" eo signal dron- 
ing in his ears and the cloud bank below 
his airplane, the boy pilot headed to- 
wards his destination. The drone of the 
radio range beacon signal became tire- 
some, so the radio was switched off and 
it was not until an hour later that it 
was switched on again to confirm the 
fact, or the hope, that the plane was 
still on its course. 

When the radio was again switched on, 
the <n sound came in much stronger 
than it before, but whether a sig- 
nel was the ")y" (-’) or the "A" (,~) 
signal it was almost impossible to de- 
termine, It was several minutes before 


‘three hours at tha 





the pilot was sure that he heard a -. 


ad 


instead of a .- signal. At this time 
the radio range beacon station was 
passed, and age*n the radio was turned 
off, as the pilot was quite sure of the 
compass course that he must f 
der to keep on the air line. t was 

one and one-half hours later when the 
radio was again turned on, This time, 
however, it was absolutely impossible 

to determine whether the .- or the -. 
signal was sounding in the earphones. 
There were two notes, one following the 
other. The pilot was quite uncertain 

as to which was the dash and which note 
was the dot. 

It was not until he had purpose 
turned from his course and had gotten 
quite a distance off the radio range or 
a from the twilight zone that his 
dulled conception. made the signal evi- 
dent to hin, 

The pilot had never before experienced 
any trouble in distinguishing between 
the -. and the .~ signal, so he assumed 
that the fact that he was flying at 
between 12,000 and 13,000 feet altitude 
for several hours without oxygen was 
the cause of so dulling his senses. 

Two days later, the eonghs subjected 
tais theory or assumption to the test, 
for on the return to his home station 
he purposely went aloft to the same 
altitude, used oxygen, flew around for 


altitude, and had 
no trouble at all in readily distinguish- 
ing between these two signals. 

What the pilot learned in this case 
was that oxygen is quite necessary for 
long flights below 15,000 feet as it is 
for shorter flights above 15,000 feet, 

Circular No. 17, War Department, March 
28, 1938, amending paragraph 29a of Army 
R ations 95-15, states: 

a. Except in urgent, unforeseen emer- 
gencies, all personnel will use artifi- 
cial oxygen at all times while partici- 

ating in flights above 15,000 feet, 
rtificial oxygen will also be used when 
remaining at an altitude below 15,000 
feet but in excess of 12,000 feet for 
periods of two hours or longer duration 
and when participating in flights below 
12,000 feet but at or in excess of 
10,000 feet for periods of six hours or 
longer duration, 


in or- 


In an article on the subject of Avia- 
tion Medicine, published in the March 
issue of the Journal of the Aeronautical 
Sciences, Captain Harry G. Armstrong, 
Medical Sorps of the Physiological Re- - 
search Laboratory, Air Corps Materiel 
Division, Wright Field, Ohio, states 
that operation at the higher altitudes 
rte a condition of a want in 

he voy that ounyen, *8 e most vital 
of the bodily requirements, and that 
while the lack of food and water may be 
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tolerated for cays, oxygen must be sup- 
plied almost continuously and in ade- 
quate amounts, for the body only carries 
@ reserve of approximately 400 cc., suf- 
ficient for about 1} minutes. 

As one ascends above sea level, the 
atmospheric pressure becomes less, and 
consequently the partial pressure of 
Oxygen becomes less. This change is 
such that the pa pressure of atmos-| 
pheric oxygen is reduced yf one-fourth 
at 7700 feet; one-half at 17,980 feet 
and three-fourths at 33,000 feet. 

From the figures given by Captain 
Armstrong, it be assumed t in 
flying between 12,000 and 13,500 feet 
without oxygen, the partial pressure of 
atmospheric oxeaer is reduced by approx- | 
imately one-third. 





Captain Armstrong goes on further to | 
say that oxygen-want acts very much like | 
alcoholism, In most cases the more one | 
is affected the better one feels. It | 
affects judgment and memory and one who 
is under its influence is not respon- | 
sible for his actions or for his subse- | 
quent statements. "It is regrettable," | 
he mn "that oxygen-want is not an ex-| 
tremely painful process." 

_ Explaining that from the strictly med- | 
ical standpoint the specific altitude 
above whica oxygen should be administer-- 
ed to pilots cannot now or can it ever 
be answered by a single, simple state- 
ment, Captain Armstrong states that it 
varies with the individual, the altitude 
at which he resides, the rate of climb, 
the duration of the flight, the frequen- | 
cy of flights, and the lapse of time 
since a previous flight at altitude. 

At the Materiel Division it has been 
determined that the effect of oxyg2n- 
want is not only proportional to the al-| 
titude but also to the time spent at any 
altitude. It has been determined that 
flights of long durations at altitudes 
eas low as 8000 feet have produced a pro- 
found fatigue which requires 48 hours 
for recovery. Other studies at the Ma- 
teriel Division which are not yet com- 
plete indicate that relatively mild de- 
grees of oxygen-want are much more seri- 
ous than was premonaly thought and that: 
it is certainly one of the most promin- 
ent causes of pilot fatigue. 


---000--- 


OBSERVANCES OF NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK 


In the observance of National Air Mail 
Week, May 15th to 2lst, the San Antonio 
Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, as one 
of the large Air Corps Depots, was glad 
to enter whole-heartedly. On National 
Air Mail Pick-Up Day, May 19th, the San 
Antonio Post Office dispatched eight 
airplanes, piloted by prominent San 
Antonians snosged in aviation, to vari- | 
ous towns in its surrounding feeder 
areas to pick up air mail for transmis- | 
sion throughout the nation. One of | 





| AIR LIAISON INSTRUCTION IN PHILIPPINES 
| Corregidor, Stotsenburg, McKinley and 


| attached to the 2nd Observation Squad- 
| ron, Nichols Field, P.I., for liaison 

| instruction, 
| three 


| volved organization e 


| participate in aerial flights, and the 


ee eT 





these — was to the Army stations in 
the vicinity of San Antonio, and this 
airplane, piloted by Jack Beretta, land- 
ed at Duncan Field on the afternoon of 
the 19th. An enormous amount of air 
mail was collected at this station for 
this trip and bore a Duncan Field insig- 
nia stamo. This was first deposited a 
the South San Antonio Post Office for 
special cancellation, and was then re- 
turned to the Field, to be picked up by 
the plane, by Mrs. C.S, Fowler, Post- 
mistress of South San Antonio, accom- 
panied by a group of South San Antonio 
school girls who had contributed essays 
in a recent _—eeor air mail contest. 
wm QO mee 


For the past few weeks, officers from 


Santiago, Philippine Islands, at the 
rate of about six per week, have been 


They were given Observa- 
tion Squadron instruction the first 
days and Bombardment for the last 
n general, the instruction. in- 
ipment and train- 
ing objective of Air Corps units in the 
Philippine Department, care and mainten- 
ance of parachutes, crganization, equip- 
ment and training objectives of dbserva- 
tion and Bombardment Aviation, to in- 
clude air observation and bombardment 
missions for those officers desiring to 


three. 


use of photographic equipment. The last 
day was usually devoted to a group of 
tactical exercises in which the ground 
officers acted as —* 

mame 0 


ANNIVERSARY OF DEDICATION OF CHAPEL 


The third anniversary of the dedica- 
tion of the lane ley Field pant chapel 
will be observed on June 19th with a 
special ceremony by Chaplain Silas EK. 
Decker of the Air Base. 

Appropriate ceremonies have been 
planned for the occasion, and the prin- 
cipal address will be made by Colonel 
Alva J. Brasted, Post Chaplain of Fort 
Belvoir, Va. Chaplain Brasted, former 
Chief of Chaplains of the United States 
Army, dedicated the Langley Field Chapel 
on June 16, 1935, 

The Langley Field Chapel is one of the 
most modern in the entire United States 
Army. Tne architectural design of the 
structure makes it imposing and stately. 
It was built at e cost of $110,000, and 
is located on Dodd Boulevard, one of the 
main thoroughfares of the airdrome. 
Religious worship for both Protestants 
and Catholics is conducted each Sunday 
morning and, in addition, a Sunday 
(Continued on Page 11). 
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THE GHQ AIR FORCE MANEUVERS | 


By Harris B 
Reprinted from the 


The most realistic air exercise ever 
conducted by the U,S. Army were held in 
May, when more then three thousand offi- 
cers and men of the General Headquarters 
Air Force flew into New England, convert- 


ed twenty commercial airports into tempo- 
rary milit operating bases, and "de~ 
fended" the Atlantic Coast from an 


"enemy" attack, 

Someone has characterized these exten- 
sive maneuvers as "war games." But when 
Army Pursuit, Attack and Bombardment 

lanes assembled from all over the coun- 

ry fly nearly a million and a half 
miles, transport three million pounds of 
materiel, and then simulate a wartime 
situation full of long, hard flying mis- 
siens operated during. the and at 
night, in good and bad weather, it mst 
be admitted that this is no "game." . 

The success of the 1938 summer maneuv- 
ers is well known to almost every news- 
paper reader. Difficult missions were 
completed on split second accuracy. And 
happily there were no accidents, At the 
conclusion of the exercises every offi- 
cer and man from Major General Frank M, 
Andrews, ae to the youngest en- 
listed soldier could well afford to feel 
proud that he had rea some part. On 
all sides, from official and from pri- 
vate sources, came congratulations of & 
job well done. 

Almost as interesting and just as in- 
portant as the conduct of the actual 
Maneuvers was the assembly of the GHQ 
Air Force from home stations to the tem- 
porary "war" bases. From the west came 
Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons and 
his First Wing. Up from Langley Field 
came Brigadier General Arnold N. Krogs- 
tad with his units, me oy the famous 
araging Fortresses." Brigadier General 
Frederick L, Martin led his Third Wing 
from the South. 

The northern sector of the New England 
area was taken over by General Emmons' 
Wing, with Sete eta at New Haven, 
Connecticut, and with tactical units 
based at Hartford and Groton, Conn.; 
Westfield, Mass.; Schenectady and Albany, 
New York, General Krogstad's Second 
Wing my in the South with headquar- 
ters at Middletown, Pa. Units of the 
Second Wing operated out of Lancaster, 
Allentown and Harrisburg, Pa.; Aberdeen, 
Md., and Camden, New Jersey. General 
Martin's Third Wing occupied the center 
sector with headquarters at Mitchel 
Field, Long Island, and with units locat- 
ed at Farmingdale, Grumman Field, Roose- 
velt Field. and Floyd Bennett Airport on 
Long Island; Miller Field on Staten Is- 

and, and Dix, New Jersey. With 
the GHQ Air Force installed at these un- 
femiliar airports, a detailed "General 
Situation" was announced and defense 


De 


. Hull 
"Sperryscope. " 


| plans started. : 

|" Briefly, the tactical situation pre- 

' sented to General Andrews and his staff 
|officers at Mitchel Field was this: 

| "War exists between a coalition of 

| Asiatic and Suropean powers, Black, and 
| the United States, Blue. Canada and 

| Mexico are neutral, The Blue Main Fleet 
| based on Hawaii, is engaged in defensive 
/ operations in the Pacific; Blue naval 

, forces in the Atlantic are sufficient. 

| for coast patrol. The GHQ Air Force is 
| ordered to concentrate in the New Eng- 

' land area. The fleet of a European 
power, a member of the coalition, is es- 
corting troop transports, Information 
‘indicates this force intends to attack 
in the New England area." 

At the outbreak of "hostilities" it 
was apparent to General Andrews that 
,more detailed information of the "enemy" 
was needed immediately. To obtain this, 
three of the "Flying Fortresses" were 
dispatched on a l, -mile non-stop re- 
connaissance flight out over the 
‘Atlantic. 

, . This impressive flight, conducted un- 
‘der adverse weather conditions to a dot 
in the Atlantic Ocean, 750 miles at sea, 
proved to be one of the most interesting 
phases of the maneuvers. Without ad- 
vance notice, Major C.V. Haynes and Cap- 
tains Cornelius Cousland and A.Y. Smit 
were ordered to take off in their four- 
engined Boeing Bombers and conduct this 
mission, As there was no real enemy 
lurking out in the Atlantic, it was de- 
cided that the pilots should find the er 
tirely friendly Italian liner REX, whick 
was proceeding to New York. Certain 
sketchy information concerning the REX's 
course was given to the navigators, and 
out to sea they flew in land-type air- 
planes on a ae. unprecedented in Air 
Corps history. e trackless wastes of 
the Atlantic were rain-swept as the big 
"Fortresses" thundered on for four 
hours. The navigators saw their instru- 
ments "hit the roof" as the "bottom 
dropped out" when line squalls and wind 
shifts were encountered. 

Yet under these handicaps they navi- 
|gated accurately, for after four hours 
of flying, the REX was sighted at 
| "Twelve o'clock," which means "dead 
|ahead" or "right on the nose," Havi 
|found the REX, the three bombers circled 
| the a? Major George Goddard, ace Air 
‘Corps photographer, taking a picture of 
| the big liner with two of the bombers 
| shown flying beside her, Needless to 
| say, the passengers and crew of the REX 
‘were surprised to see giant planes cir- 
icling overhead, 
| The mission completed, Major V.J. 
\Me loy Group Executive Officer, called 
Captain 


Attilio Frugone of the REX on 
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the radio and exchanged greetings. With naturally falls on the actual flying 
true Italian courtesy, the REX's Captain missions on which officers and men work 
invited Meloy to luncheon. However, as out simulated war problems, However, 
the "Fortresses" are land planes, Major the staff at General Andrews' headquar- 


Meloy declined with thanks and ordered ters was equally interested in observ- 
the planes to proceed back to Mitchel ing and studying the supplementary 
Field. ground equipment, some of which were un- 


Adverse weather conditions were encoun- dergoing the first field trials, In the 
tered again on the returning flight, but ‘final analysis, an air force can have 


the big ships arrived home cn schedule (the finest airplanes and the best pilots, 
with enough gasoline left for several ‘but unless the supply system, the commu- 
more hours of cruising. nications net, the field lighting — 
Second in interest only to the long ment, and many other pieces of fiel 
range reconnaissance flight was the equipment have mobility, the airplanes 


"Blackout" of Farmingdale, Long Island. cannot be flown efficiently. During the 
Although "Blackouts" Birr oy, 4 ere prac-' May maneuvers the GHQ tried out its new 
t 


ticed abroad in order to make aiffi- communications net. This features a 
cult for approaching bombers to "spct" teletype hook-up which enables command- 
their targets, none ever has been held ‘ing officers to communicate simultane- 


in the United States. As Farmingdale is cusly with all units or to reach any 
the home of the Seversky and Grumman air- unit individually without holding up 
Plane factories and is therefore a typic- messages on other circuits, As a re- 


al target for hostile bombardment, it 'gsult, the air can be used exclusively 

was chosen for this air raid drill. for ground-to-plane and interplane com- 
In other "Blackouts" drills main ‘munication. 

switches have been pulled at the power Formerly, messages could not be trans- 

houses and areas darkened, In the Farm- mitted faster than a man could type 

ingdale drill, however, it was decided them on a machine. Under the new system, 


to solicit the cooperation of civic au- any number of messages can be punched 
thorities and to request that lights be .out cn strips of paper and held until 
turned out voluntarily in each home and the line is open, when they are sent out 


place of business. Incidentally, this at sixty words a minute. This is accom- 
plan was decided upon when an cfificer plished thrcugh the use of an instrument 
remembered that in a recent Eurcpean called a "Perforator" which serves as a 
"Blackout," when switches were pulled, ‘sort of messaze "Storage Box." 

@ surgeon was just ready to operate, The A new field lighting system alsc was 
opera son was performed with consider- given tests during the exercises, With 
able difficulty. this system a Pursuit squadron can cper- 

The officials ana residents of Farm- (ate from a remote field not equipped 


ingdale responded to the air raid drill with adequate landing lights. Such a 
with enthysiastic cooperation. ‘When the field would restrict, if not prchibit 
bombing planes were heard approaching, night flying if a portable lighting gys- 
the warning was given by siren and radio,'tem were not available, with a conse- 
and out went Farmingdale's lights. | ‘quent loss of effectiveness and mobility 
"We couldn't see anything," one pilot to the air force. 

said later. "It might just as well have Another piece of supplementary grcund 
been a wheat field at midnight in Texas. equipment was a portable weather station. 
We thought that when the residents of This rolling weather office consists of 


Sey og turned out the lights we a truck fully equipped with meteorolog- 
would be able to find the city, as we ‘ical instruments, weather maps and radio. 
expected that the other nearby towns ‘A, detachable mast is mounted on the 


would be well lighted. But paerensy |truck's roof to place the wind vane and 
everyone lived in Farmingdale the night anemometer, which measures wind velocity, 
of May 16, or else they just cecidec to high enough for accurate readings. 


make it hard for us. Because everyone _ Ordnance arrangements under Lieut. 

for miles around had his lights off." 'Colonel Russell L, Maxwell, the GHQ Ord- 
oping Saeoues the night, unable to (nance Otficer, played an important part 

find Farmingdale, the pilots of the bom=- jin the maneuvers. The largest comple- 

bers =opees flares, ese turned out (ment of ordnance personnel and stores 

to be a help to the defending Pursuit ever used in peace time air exercise 


units which immediately were dispatched were employed. Shortage of ordnance ma- 
from boverney Field, object of the bomb-  Cawkate coe the past has made it necessa- 
bh 


ing raid, e Bombers were spotted as {ry for tactical units on maneuvers to 
they criss crossed Long Island searching use sand-filled practice bombs and a 

for the aircraft factories. No bombs , limited load of high explosive bombs, In 
were dropped, of course, the pilots 'the May maneuvers full loads were car- 


agreeing that had the aircraft factories iried on many missions. 

been an actual target, it would have = == Instead of 100-pound practice bombs 

been difficult to know when to do their representing 1,100-pound demolition bombs, 

bombing. ‘actual bombs were carried, sizes varying 
During any maneuver problem such as thefrom the 25-pound fragmentation bomb em- 

GHQ exercises, the spotlight of interest | loyed by attack, the 100-pound practice 
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and high explosive bomb, the A pe 


practice bomb and the 600-pound high ex- 
plosive bomb to the 1,100-pound demoli- 
tion bomb, 

In addition to arrangements for bomb- 
ing, Colonel Maxwell, as Ordnance Offi- 
cer of the GHQ, was ha gets to provide 
aerial and anti-aircraft machine gun am 
munition, ball and tracer machine gun 
ammunition, oallistic data for bomb- 
sights, distress. signal and parachute 
flares, as well as many other types of 
erdnance equipment, 

Tactical phases of the maneuvers com- 
pleted on May 17, after a fiveeday 

war," General Andrews ordered an aerial 
a. at West Point, New York. High 
above the Military Academy the Army 
planes assembled and then formed a line 
which flew over Mitchel Field in salute 

to the Commanding General and his staff, 
which consisted of Colonel W.H,. Frank, 
Lieut. Colonel Ralph Cousins, Major 
James Hodges, Colonel W.G. Kilner and 
Lieut. Colonel Joseph McNarney. 

The last of the planes gone and on 
their way to their home stations, offi- 
cers at Mitchel had an opportunity to 
inspect the giant XB-15, a new Bomber 


built by Boe for the Army. This ship,| 
i Tb 4 " 


largest land p ane ever bu n this 
country, is the latest development in 
long range Bombardment aircraft. In com- 
ing maneuvers, planes of this type are 





| 





| 


| 


! 
' 
‘ 
' 
{ 
| 


almost sure to play an important part in| 


increasing the range of reconnaissance 
flying even farther than was achieved by 
the "Fortresses" on their flight out to 
the REX, 

---000--- 


19TH WING GREETS DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 


Twenty-seven airplanes from the 19th 
Wing flew a greeting formation on April 
27th, last, on the return of Major Gen- 
eral David L, Stone, Commanding General 
of the Panama Canal Department, who had 
been in the States for two months under- 
going examination and treatment at the 
Walter Reed General Hospital. 

"We are glad to have him back with us 
in such good health," comments the News 
Letter Correspondent. 


---000--- 


FLIGHT HAZARD REMOVED FROM DUNCAN FIELD 


"It was with eet satisfaction," re- 
ports the News Le 

the San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, 
Texas, "that authority was recently re- 
ceived from the Quartermaster General 
for removal and sale of the Lower Water 
Tank at this Depot. This tank, which 
stands on a 138-foot steel tower, is lo- 
cated at the junction of two branches of 
the new airplane runway at Duncan Field 
and has long constituted a serious 
flight hazard," 


tter Correspondent from 
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| teresting and instructive, as we 


| Field, Calif., 


: Seattle 


TRANSPORT PLANES FOR THE MANEUVERS 


In the recent GHQ.Air Force Maneuvers 
on the East Coast, the San Antonio Air 
Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, loaned its 
two C-33 transports, with crews, for 
duty with the grd Provisional Transport 
Squadron, one for the initial concentra- 
tion, April 30th to May 8th, and the 
other for the final evacuation, beginning 
May 17th. The first crew was composed 
of Lieut. L.P. Kleinoeder, pilot; Lieut. 
C.B. Collier, co-pilot, and Staff Set. 
W.M. Cornell, mechanic. The second crew 
consisted of Lieut. P.S. Blair, pilot; 
Staff Sergeant F.0. Tyler, co-pilot, 
and Staff Sergeant G.L. McCollum, mech- 
anic, These men reported a vere in- 

1 as an 
exciting experience on this duty. 


LANGLEY FIELD CHAPEL (From Page ) 


School provides religious instruction 
for the children of the Post. ? 
The chapel has a large vested choir 
and an expensive Pies organ, 
--——-OU0-—— 


CHANGES AFFECTING A.C, GENERAL OFFICERS 
(Continued from Page 6) 


| Canal Zone, terminating on October 29, 


1938, he is asstepes to duty in the Of- 
fice of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
Washington, D.C., upon the completion of 
his present tour of foreign service. 
Brigadier General Barton K, Yount, Air 
Corps, is relieved from command of the 
18t ge and from further duty at 
Hickam Field, Territory of Hawaii, and 
assigned to the command of the Air Corps 
Training Center, Randolph Field, Texas. 


nen ee oO a 


Previous orders assigning Lieut. Col, 
Benjamin G. Weir, upon the expiration of 
his tour of duty in Panama, to March 
ve been amended, and he 
is assigned to duty in the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 


The following-named Air Corps offi- 


, cers, upon completion of their present 
| course of instruction at the Air Corps 
| Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., 

| are assigned to duty, as follows: 


Major Kenneth McGregor with the Organ- 
ized Reserves, 5th Corps Area, Schoen 


| Field, Indiana. 


Captain Clifford P, Bradley with the 


| Organized Reserves, 9th Corps Area, 


Wash, 
Captain Cecil E, Henry to the Office 


| of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washing- 


ton, D.C. 
lst Lieut. Minton W, Kaye to the 
Hawaiian Department. 
lst Lieut. Robert L. Schoenlein to the 
Philippine Department. 
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RANDOLPH FIELD OBSERVES AIR MAIL WEEX 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Rosser, son of Staff Sergeant J.C. 
Rosser, 46th School Squadron, won honor- 


| able mention and tickets to the War De- 


Randolph Field is the West Point of 
the Air. Perhaps at no other place are | 
there as many porecis so vitally inter- | 
ested in all phases of flying. This in-| 
terest is not confined to the Air Corps | 
personnel stationed here, but is evidenc- 
ed by all yeceene residing rere. The | 
school children are particularly enthusi- 
astic. The beauty of Randolph Field en- | 
hances this interest in flying. No per- | 
son can live here without becoming in- 
bued with the aesese of aviation's 
pioneers, Visitors viewing our Field 
for the first time catch a glimpse of 
this spirit, and attempt to express to 
whomgoever is at hand the emotion that 
of the nation t 


they feel. They are proud to be a part 
t has made the West 


end cool at all times 
latest equipment avail 


Point of the Air what it is - the great- | 


est institution of its kind in the world. 
Air Mail Week was aj observ- 
ed by our personnel. o Mr. Fred A, 
Benedict, the Randolph Field Postmaster, 
should go the greatest credit for the 
work he accomplished to interest our 
personnel in Air Mail, Preparations 
were made for a special Air Mail Plane 


tions. 





to land at Randolph Field on May 19th to 
pick up outgoing Air Mail. Mr. Benedict 
prepared a special cachet for canceling 
air mail stamps on this date. Hundreds 
of letters were received from all parts 
of the United States, to be mailed on 
May 19th, in order that they may bear 
this special cachet. Letters mailed at 
Randolph Field were to travel by air to 
all parts of the world. 

Through the cooperation of the Post 
School, Mr. Benedict conducted a contest 
offering prizes, which he personal 

rovided, to school children who submit- 

ed the best posters advertising the 
United States Air Meil. Fifty-five 
children submitted srerings. The 
posters were excellent. en after sev- 
eral children's drawings were eliminat- 
ed, due to unauthorized assistance by 
over enthusiastic fathers, the uages 
had such great difficulty in selecting 
the winners that Mr. Benedict felt com- 
pelled to award two additional prizes. 

Miss Nova Jane Wiley, daughter of 
Staff Sergeant Eugene Wiley, of the 46th 
School Squadron, was awarded first prize. 
She received from Mr. Benedict ea large 
coupon book of tickets to the War Depart- 
ment Theatre. Miss Shirley Brown, 
sister of Lieut. J.K. Brown; and Miss 
Jane Lenow, daughter of Captain C.B, 
Lenow, each won honorable mention and a 
prize of tickets to the War Department 
Theatre for one week. 

In the Per of posters submitted by 
children below the 4th grade, Miss Mary 
Delma Grab » daughter of lst Sergeant 
Walter Grabsky, won first prize, a small 
War Department Theatre coupon book, Miss 
Willie Sue Carroll, daughter of Staff 
Sergeant William Wilson, and Master J.B. 








| Captain Charles 


| partment Theatre for one week. 


---000--- 


72ND SQUADRON MOVES TO HICKAM FIELD 
April was moving time for the 7éend 


| Bombardment Squadron, Luke Field, T.H. 


It was a busy period of transition of 
ersonnel and equipment from Luke to 
ickam Field, the Army's newest and 

largest air field. Situated on the main- 

land, only ten miles from Honolulu, it 


|will be accessible and, when completed, 
/it will be the finest field of its kind 


here. : 
he new ars are large, light, airy 
with the very 
able in all de- 

artments, The offices are aapectanag 
Prieht and well laid out, with a multi- 
tude of windows and door space assuring 
accessibility and fine working gondi- 
It is up-to-date in every way. 

The Squadron took over 5 B-18's from 
the 3lst Bombardment Squadron, and with 
all the ships in commission operations 
are now rapidly approaching taeir usual 
status. 

The following officers have been as- 
signed or attached to the Squadron in 
the new home: Major Harold L. Clark, 

:. Stone, Lieuts. 
Stranathan, Karnes, Mundell, Clark, 
Anderson, Walker, Leber, Gorman,Alness, 
Randolph and Lindsay. 

Now that all the equipment has been 
moved over, work wili progress rapidl 
under ideal conditions. As soon as the 
barracks are completed at Hickam Field, 
the last obstacle will be removed and 
the Squadron will be completely en- 
sconced in its new home. 


---000--— 


FIELD TRAINING FOR 82ND OBS. SQUADRON 


The 82nd Observation Squadron, Moffett 
Field, Calif., will go into field train- 
ing camp in June. The camp site will be 
located near the ocean and close to 
colorful Monterey, Calif. "Besides sat- 
isfying the purpose of the camp," seys 
the News Letter Correspondent, "we have 
selected one of the most beautiful spots 
ou the coast of California, and along 
with our training there we are napang 
fcr plenty of fishing and swimming, deep- 
sea. 


---000--— 
Fifty Reserve officers came to Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, on Sunday, May ist. 


Following a tour of the flying line, a 
lecture, illustrated with moveng pic- 
tures, was given by Major Carl F. Greene, 
Chief of the Engineering Procurement 
Branch, 

Forty members of the Cincinnati Gyro 
Club visited the field on May 5th. 
V-7749, A.C. 




















LOW-MOUNTED GUNS PERMIT GREATER ACCURACY 


By lst Lieut. Norman 


A recent issue of the Air Corps News 
Letter contained the aoe my statement 
making indirect reference to the — 
tive accuracy of Pursuit gunnery wit 
guns mounted some distance below the 
sight, as in a P-26, and guns mounted up 
close below the sight: 

"Due to the fact that boresighting 
plays such an important part in the fir- 
ng of the s mounted on a P-26A air- 
lane and the range at which fire is de- 
ivered is so  geped phenomenal results 

have not as yet been accomplished. 'We 
hope,' says the News Letter correspond- 
ent, 'the new airplanes with s mount- 
ed close to the sights will give much 
better results.'!" 

It is evident that the writer of the 
above is under the impression that the 
vertical distance of 34 inches between 
guns and sight on the P-26 airplanes is 
@ serious handicap and contributes to 
the inability of the P-26 pilots to ac- 
conplish "phenomenal results." If bet- 
ter scores are made with airplanes on 
which the guns are mounted nearer the 
sight, it will not be because of that 
lesser distance between guns and sight, 
but in spite of it. 

Contrary to general opinion, far 
greuter mceeiygs | at the medium and long 
ranges may be obtained by mounting the 
guns from 30 to 35 inches below the 
sight than can possibly be obtained by 
nome the guns from 10 to 15 inches 
below the sight. If a bullet traveled 
in a straight line, then it would be 
very desirable to mount the guns as 
close under the sight as possible. How- 
ever, due to the fact that a bullet has 
considerable drop at the ranges new used 
by Pursuit, greater vertical distance 
between the guns and sight permits great- 
er accuracy through a much longer range. 

A bullet fired horizontally from a.gun 
mounted 34 inches below the sight and 


harmonized for a range of 500 yards 
travels within 6 inches of the line of 
sight for a distance of 352 yards; from 


186 yards out to 538 yards. If the gun 
is only 11 inches below the sight, and 
the gun and sight are harmonized for 500 
yords. the bullet will travel within six 
nches of the line of oes for only 86 
ards; from a range of yerds out to 
30 yards. Therefore, the P-26 pilot 
can fire at any range from 186 yards out 
to 538 ret aiming at the center of 
the bull'e-eye, and the bullets will 
never deviate more than six inches from 
the line of sight. The pilot of an air- 
lane which has the s mounted only ll 
nches below the sight must fire between 
444 yards and 530 yards in order to keep 
the center of impact within six inches 
of his point of aim, 
The above information was obtained by 
carefully plotting, on graph paper, the 


13- 
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trajectories and sight lines for both 
installations. In plotting the traject- 
ories, the drop of a caliber .30 Ml bul- 
let fired horizontally from a Browning 
Aircraft Machine Gun was corrected for 
an airplane speed of 200 miles per hour. 
Obviously, a bullet fired horimntally 
from a stationary mount will have con- 
siderably more ee than a bullet fired 
forward parallel with the flight line of 
an airplane Eignee 200 miles per hour, 
For ea fire control tables 0.30- 
A-1 and 0.30-C-2 show that a caliber .30 
Ml bullet fired horizontally from a sta- 
tionary mount has a drop of 83 inches at 
500 yards. Correcting the drop for a 
speed of 200 miles per hour, using 
ranges obtained assuming that the in- 
crease in range equals three times that 
due to increase of 100 f.s. muzzle ve- 
locity, it is found that the bullet has 
a drop of only 63 inches at 500 yards. 

According to the graphs, a bullet 
fired from a gun 24 inches below the 
sight and harmonized at a range of 500 
garda, intersects the line of sight at 

50 yards and again at 500 yards. At 
186 yards the bullet is 6 inches below 
the sight line; at 200 yards, 4.2 inches 
below; 300 vards, 4.2 inches above; 400 

ards, 5.7 inches above; 538 yards, 6 

nches below; and at 600 yards the bul- 
let will strike 14.6 inches below the 
point of aim. A bullet fired from a gun 
mounted only 11 inches below the sight 
and harmonized for 500 yards, intersects 
the line of sight at 88 yards and ages 
at .500 yards. At 200 yards, the bullet 
is 9.5 inches above the sight line; at 
30) yards, 13.5 inches above; 400 yards, 
10.2 inches above; 444 yards, 6 inches 
above; 530 ds, 6 inches below; and at 
600 yards the bullet will strike 19.3 
inches below the point of aim, The 
above measurements of the distance be- 
tween trajectories and lines of sight 
taken from the graphs, are accurate with- 
in one inch. e center of the bull was 
used as the point of aim for both instal- 
lations. 

Incidentally, if trajectories and lines 
of sight are plotted for the different 
ranges and ammunition used by Pursuit, 
using both the center of the bull's-eye 
and the bottom of the bull as the point 
of aim, it will be found that in some 
cases aiming at the center of the bull 
will insure greater accuracy pole > ip a 
longer range, and in other cases if the 
bottom of the bull is used as the point | 
of aim, better results will be obtained. 
The desired poses of aim mst be used 
when installing and harmonizing the guns 
and sight, and then carefully used by 
the pilot when firing. 

mmm OO mm 
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ENLISTED MEN SELECTED AS FLYING CADETS 


Thue far, nine enlisted men of the 
Rageser Army have been at yg fe for ap- 
pointment as Flyi Cadets (five from 
the Air Corps and 
es of the service), and they are under 
orders to report at the Air Corps Prima- 
ry Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas, 
for assignment to the July, 1953, Class. 

The Air Corps enlisted men are: 

Pvt. William R. Cullen, 96th Bomb. Sq., 
GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. 

vts. Kenneth A, Beatty, ord Weather 
Sq., and Harry G, Libbey, Jr., Base Hq. 
and 6th Air Base Sq., GHQ Air Force, 
Barksdale Field, La. 

Pvt. Hugh M. yoreetnets Sth Air Base 

Sa. Hamilton Field, Calif. 

vt. John I. DeVine, Jr., Base Hq. and 
4th Air Base Sq., GHQ Air Force, March 
Field, Calif. 

The enlisted men (Privates) from other 
branches of the military service are: 

Janes D, Moytl, Hq. Battery, llth Coast 
Artillery, Fort H.G. Wright, New York. 

Maurice Barton, Det. Medical Dept., 
Station Hospital, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Thomas G, Swift, Station Hospital, Fort 
Logan, Colorado, 

anklyn T. Green, Hq. and Service Co., 
ed Engineers, Fort a Colorado. 
---000--- . 


CONTACT COURSE FOR TECH. SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Thirteen Air sigot de officers, now under - 


going the course of instruction in Air- 
plane Maintenance at the Air Corps Tech- 


nical School, Chanute Field, I1l., arriv- 


ed at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, fora 
contact course from the 9th to the 15th 
of May. Inspection trips were made to 
the various laboratories 
and final assembly building, Lieut. R.J. 
O'Keefe was the officer in charge. Other 
officers in attendance were Captain Z.C. 
Hogeae.. Lieuts. C.E. Hughes, 7.C. Odon, 
C.¥. Damberg, C.P. Dougher, 7.G. Jamison, 
BW. “im he * R.M, Montgomery, B.E. 
Brugge, J. muck, L.S. lwider and 
C.B, Harvi 


We 


C, 

n. 
---000--- 

TACTICAL SCHOOL STUDENTS IN PAPER WAR 


During the middle of May, with the an- 
nual gunnery and bombing C,P. exercise 
practice over, the students and faculty 
members of the Air Corps Tactical School 
and enlisted men returned to Maxwell 
Field, Ala., from the suo-station at 
Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla. The bomb- 
ing and gunnery "paper war" problems are 
held each year at Eglin Field as a 
routine pert of the Tactical School 
eres | course. This year, about 76 stu- 
dents, 14 faculty members and about 120 
enlisted men took part, Tramsportation 
between the two posts consisted of six 
Army trucks, a fleet of private automo- 
biles and 35 airplanes. 


-1 


our from other branch-| t 
‘misfortrne connected with Fri 
| 13th is Colonel Jacob EH, Rudolph, Air 


hangars, shops, | 


' warm at Maxwell Field, Ala. 


i 
| 


A NEAR CAT - ASTROPHE ON "JINX" DAY 


"Friday, May 13th 
ter Correspondent, 


" says the News Let- 
dawned clear and 
Amorg 
others who take lightly the tales of 

7s the 


h 


Corps, President of the Air Corps Board 
at this station, On this particular 
morning, Colonel Rudolph mounted a 
trus*y BT-2, intending to practice a 
little instrument flying. He had as his 
satety observer Master Sergeant George 


f Mende 
| 


A few minutes after the take-off and 
before closing the cockpit hood, the - 
Colouel felt a definite stiffening of 
the control stick, A further attempted 
movement indicated something was amiss, 
The controls were jammed! 

Being only a few hundred feet off the 
ground, tne situation was a very seri- 
ous one. Glancing toward ‘the rear. cock- 
pit, he was further surprised and dis- 


_mayed by the apparent emptiness of the 


! 
| 
‘ 


| tion, 


, rear cockpit. 


The safety cbserver was 
Struggling with the 
controls, he managed to keep the ship 
from pe ts into the ground and succeed- 
ed in gaining a little more altitude. 
"To Jump or not to jump" was the ques- 
efore a decision to abandon the 


nowhere in sight. 


'ship, however, hed been made, he felt a 
‘slight jar on the stick and a lurch of 


’ 
! 
' 
| 
! 


! 


the ship forward, Glancing quickly to 
the rear, he saw Sergeant Mendel's head 
'pop' and at the same time the con- 
trol stick became free and the old BT 
resumed normal flight. A big grin 
spread over the Sergeant's face, and a 
moment later he held up a big,. almost 


‘black cat, 


! 


i 
‘ 
‘ 


| 





4. 


A feeling of relief came over the 
Colonel, and after spending a few mo-+ 
ments in testing the controls he 
brought the plane in for a landing. 

It seems that the cat had stowed away 
end shortly after the take-off, while 


exvioring the ship, had become wedged 
between the stick and the edge of the 
squere aperture around the control 
cOlvmn, Sergeant Mendel swears 7 all 
that's holy that he had to stret that 


cat at least two feet before it would 
turn loose of the stick, . 

It is rumored that the Colonel is 
still trying to gn to the Opera- 
tions Officer why he took an wneuthoriz- 
edi passenger for a'ride. Further, rumor 
has it that both: the Colonel and the. 
Sergeant have suddenly developed a re- 
spect for things superstitious." 


Upon the completion of his present 
course of instruction at the. Command and 
General Staff School, Fort Leaveaworth, 
Kansas, Captain Yantis H, Taylor, Air 
Corps, will assums the duties of Instruc- 
tor of the 35th Division Aviation, 
Missouri National Guard, §+t,.. Louis, Mo. 
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BOMBER BROUGHT DOWN WITH WHEELS RETRACTED lectwre on the various activities by 
aes F.S, Borum, Mr, J.B, Johnson, 
Flying a Martin Bomber from Mitchel Chief of the Materials Branch, lectured 
Field, N.Y., to Hengley Field, Va., on on recent developments in aircraft ma- 


the afternoon of May 17th, Captain terials, after woich an inspection of 
Francis B, Valentine, Air Gexpe the materials testing laboratories followed. 
pilot, was unable to release ut one On Saturday morning there was a con- 


wheel of his retractable lending gear ference with Lieut. R.P. Swofford, Jr., 
while flying over Langley Field, and he {and civilian instructors of the Air 

was ordered to proceed to the Middletown Corps Eagineering School, and a visit to 
Air Depot, Pa., where he landed his ship | the Army Aeronautical Museum, The offi- 
with both wheels retracted, . The ship cers flew from Annapolis to Wright Field 
was damaged slightly, but there wes no in a Navy transport. They returned on 
injury reported to personnel of the Saturday to the Naval Air Station at 
craft, ; Anacostia, D.C. . 

_ Captain Valentine circled over Langley -—~000--~ 

Field at about 5:00 p.m., preparatory, to 
landing, but when he found that one of THINGS PICK UP IN 4TH RECONNAISSANCE SQD. 
his wheels failed to respond to the re- 





lease he notified the airdrome authori- | The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, Luke 
ties by radio of his plight.. He was in- Field, T.H., has suddenly jumped from a 
structed to continue circling and in- 5-ship souadron to a 10-ship squadron, 
formed that a plane would be sent up to (and, says the News Letter Correspondent, 
render aid. “the smoothness with which our engineer- 


Major William C, Goldsborough leter jing section has taken hold is a credit 

took off in an observation plane, carry-|to all in that department. panes the 
about a hundred feet of rope, with past two weeks we have avereged six and 
which it was hoped a kit of tools could | one-half airplanes in commission, and 
be lowered to the distressed crew. In very possibly this figure can be increas- 
the kit there were tools that would have ed later, 
been used to pry the balking wheel loose; "The Squadron plans on sending six 
but, in the meantime, Captain Valentine ships to Hilo for a period of three days 
had decided to proceed to middletown be-'on a reconnaissance mission, It is — 
fore his ges wes used up and to attempt hoped that theré will be no hitch in the 
the forced landing, ae Langley plens which will prevent a pleasant 
Field shortly before 5:30 ».m,, and came |guveral days at Kilauea Military Camp 
down at Middletown at 6:50 p.m. in addition to the flight to and fron 
---000-<— the big island." ae 
——e 0mm 


CONTACT COURSE FOR NAVY PERSONNEL 
B-18 TRAINING FOR DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Postgraduate officers and instructors INSPECTORS 
of the Postgraduate School, U.S, Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, Md., arrived by air Seven Inspectors of the Bureau of Air 
transport on the afternoon uf May 4th Commerce, department of Commerce, who 
for a three-day contact couree at the hold coumissions in the Air Corps Re- 
U.S. Army Materiel Division, Wrigat serve or in the National Guard, and who 
Field, Dayton, Ohio. The course includ-|also hold military aeronautical rati 3 
ed inspection of all departments and as "Airplane Pilots," arrived at the Ad- 
laboratories, lectures by department vanced Biying Scheol, Kelly Field, Texas, 
heads, and introduction to the various (on May 9t con Seerers duty to receive 
aeronautical projects under development.}a special course of pilot instruction on 
On voc | May 5th, the group was twin-engined cquipment. The arrivals 
welcomed by Lieut. Colonel Oliver P. were Captains A,P, Kerr, G.W. Neel, 
Echcls, Chief of the Engineering Sec- M.F. Clark, lst Lieut. J.H. Douglas, 
tion, Lectures on recent aircraft de- (2nd Lieuts. H.L. Simons and A,M. Alcorn, 
velopments and probable future trends ail Air Corps Reserve officers, and lst 
were given by Majur H.Z, Bogert and Licut. F.H. Longeway, of the Minnesota 
Lieut. C.K. Moore. Inspection of the National Guard. 
Flying Branch and experimental airplanes; These Inspectors, who were attached to 
followed. the Bombardment Section, remained at 
In the afternoon, the Propeller Labo- |Kslly Field approximately two weeks, Ar- 
ratory was visited. Captain T.A. Sims /rangements have been formulated similar- 
and Mr. Dd. Dickey gave lectures on pro- ly to train fourteen additional Depart- . 
peller research and propeller vibration.| ment of Commerce Inspectors, seven of 
Friday's program included a visit to | whom are oxpected to arrive on June 9th, 
the Power Plant, with lectures on air- | and seven.on September 30th. 
craft power plants, fuels, oils, and en- noel ees 
‘ve installations by Major E.R. Page, Colonel Jacob H. Rudolph, Air Corps, 
teut. G.F, Smith and Mr. F.L, Prescott.| has been relieved from duty as Director 
The Equipment Branch was open for in-/|of the Air Corps Board, Maxwell Field 
spection on Friday afternoon, with a jfla., and assigned to ay * Field, Colo. 














A COLORFUL NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER | 
By lst Lieut. Edward A,Suarez, Air Corps) 


Perhaps one of the most colorful fig- 
ures in the top ranking noncommissioned | 
officers of the Army is one, lst Sergeant) 
Edward L, Winans, for the past two years | 
"Top Kick" of the 26th Attack Squadron.” | 

Prior to transferring to the Air Corps | 
in grade in 1931, lst Sergeant Winans 
was a motor trensportation expert. Be- 
cause of the efficient manner of perforn- 
ance of his duties as sup 

: 


pool, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, he was 


iven the job of handling all of the 


| scheduled to visit Fort Sill, Oklahoma; 
ictures, name- | Amarillo, Texas: Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
R | El Paso and Midland, 


rensportation used in some of the out- 


standing militery motion 
ly: "Big Perade," "Rough Riders" and 
"Wings. ' 

As a yo soldier, lst Sergeant 


Winans distinguished himself in having 
been chauffeur for more Generals than 
any Other soldier. Because of his neat 
appearance, lst Sergeant Winans was 
chosen to chauffeur for Gereral John J. 
Pershing, Commander-in-Chisf of the 
American sae gy beeen! A Forces, and 
Mershal Foch, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Allied Armies during the World War, on 
the inspection trip which they made just 
after the World War. Sergeant Winans - 
has chauffeured for Major Generals John 
L, Hinds, Edward M, Lewis and Joseph T. 
Dickman, all former commanders of the 
Eighth Corps Area. 

n 1931, Sergeant Winans was trans- 
ferred in grade to the Air Corp. with 
station at the Air Corps Training Center, 
Randolph Field, Texas. After serving 
for five years at this station, he came 
to Hawaii in 1936. During his two years 
in the 26th Attack Squadron, he has won 
a place in the hearts of ali Squadron 

ersonnel, Always willing to lend ea 

d, always smiling, Sergeant Winans' 
absence will be felt when he departs on 
the transport for Barksdale Field, La. 

Alhoa, "Top"! Ma: you continue to 
carry on at Barxsdale as you have done 
throughout your service ~ efficient, 
loyal and "Just." 

---000--- 


ANOTHER B-18 BOMBER FOR HAMILTON FIELD 


Hamilton Field's flying equipment was 
recently increased by an additional 
Douglas B-18 Bomber, which was flown to 
that field from the Douglas Aircraft 
a ny Santa Monica, Calif, 

€ crew consisted of Colonel John F., 
sk f Air Corps, Commanding Officer of 
Hamilton Field, and Major Edward C. 
Black, Air Corps, Commanding Officer of 
Base Headquarters and 5th Air Bese Squad- 
ron, as pilots; Staff Sergeant William A. 
Murray, Crew Chief, and Private lst Cl. 
Ferdinand A, McCallum, radio operator. 

This new addition gives Hamilton Field 
a total of 21 B-18's, the majority of 
which eer ckpened in the GHQ Air Force 
Manstver’s on the East Coast. 


~16- 


ervisor, motor | i 
| with four enlisted mechanics. 


| 
| viced and maintained by the students, 


|also departed from Kelly Field ; 
| 18th on their Maintenance Navigation 
| Training ith 3 
i La., as their stopping ee then to 
‘Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Al 

| Mexico, and El Paso, Texas, and return- 





MAINTENANCE FLIGHT BY ADVANCED STUDENTS 


The Observation Section, the student 
personnel of- which consists of 16 Flying 
Cadets, 2 Regular Army officers and 
Foreign officers, departed from. the Ad- 
vanced Fiying School, Kelly Field, Texas, 
on May 18th, for Abilens, Texas, on a 
Maintenance Navigation Training Flight. 
Accompenying the flight were Captain 


'R.E. Randall, lst Lieuts. C.F. Densford 


Epler, Air Corps, and 2nd Lieut. 
~ hir Recerve, instructors, 
Before 


returning to Kelly Field, the flight was 


and R.3 
A.R. Wa 


exas. The 24 air- 
lanes on the flight, comorising 13 

535! 8 and 11 BT-9's, were to be ser- 
under the supervision of their instruct- 
ors, one day being devoted to mainten- 
ance at El Paso. 

The Pombardment Section 
of which consists of 10 F! 


the personnel 
ying Cadets, 


on May 
Flight, with Barksdale Field, 
ugquerque, New 


| ing to Kelly Field via Abilene, Texas. 
| Four instructors accompanied this 
| flight - Major J.V, Hart, lst Lieuts. 
|D.2, Spivey, R.J. Browne and R.D. 
Butler - and six enlisted mechanics. 
The students were charged with the re- 
sponsibility of servicing and maintain- 
'ing their airplanes while on the trip, 
/@ one-day ‘i being scheduled for E 
|Paso, Texas, for the purpose of mainten- 
' ance. 
' Due to the greater size of the Pursuit 
|and Attack Sections, their maintenance 
'flights will consist of two echelons 
|each, which will follow, in general, the 
| itinerary of the Observation and Bombard- 
iment Sections. The first echelon of 
| the Attack Section was scheduled to de- 
,part from Kelly Field on May 23rd, the — 
| first echelon of the Pursuit Section on 
,May 25th, the second echelons of the 
'Attack and Pursuit Sections on June 1st, 
All flights are expected to be completed 
by June 4th. 
---000--- 
Major Leland C, Hurd, Air Corps, ar- 
rived at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on 
— eerd, ferrying in from the plant 
of the North American Corporation, 
Inglewood, Calif., the first production 
article on the contract for 0-47. air- 
planes. The 0-47 will receive full in- 
spectien and flight testing at the Ma- 
teriel Division befcre the remaini 
airplanes on contrect. are released for 
production and an acceptaice tests. 
. ---000--— 
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CADET LOSES LIFE IN AIRPLANE ACCIDENT 


Flying Cadet Kinch Exum Brister, Jr., 
a student in the Attack Section at the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, was 
killed in an airplane accident - the 
cause of which is unknown - on a farm 
about eight miles southwest of Kelly 
Field, Texas. At the time of the crash,. 
which was at approximately 8:45 a.m., on 
May 2Oth, Cadet Brister was engages ina 
local flying mission in an A- 

According to witnesses, the plane was 
in a power dive from about 1,000 feet, 
and flew into the ground and crashed, 
epyereasiy out of control, Mr. Memwich, 
who lives near Macdona, Texas, the town 
nearest the scene of the crash, drove to 
Kelly Field to repsrt the accident and 
that he had found the remains, The air- 
plane was completely demolished by fire. 

Cadet Brister was born February 19, 
1916, at Yazoo City, Miss. He is sur- 
vived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. K.E. 
Brister, who reside in Yazoo City. 

The deceased i bam Cadet reported at 
Kelly Field on February 23rd, last, and 
would have graduated on June 16, 1938, 
He held a commission as a second lieut- 
enant in the Coast Artillery Corps Re- 
serve. He graduated in 1937 from the 
Mississippi State College with a 
Bachelor of Science degree. 

The sympathy of the Air Corps is ex- 
tended to his bereaved parents. 


ENGINEERING AND SUPPLY CONCLAVE 


‘The annual mighnesutng and Supply con- 
ference, which is made up of the engin- 
eering and supply officers from the five 
Air Depots in the United States, conven- 
ed at Wright Field from April lith to 
16th, The subjects under discussion 
were the maintenance and engineering 
problems regarding Air Corps airplanes, 
engines and equipment, The following 
officers from the various Depots were in 
attendance; 

Lieut. Colonel W,B, Mayer and Major 
C.F, Wheeler, Scott Field Air ~~~ " 

Majors Ray A. Dunn and George Lundberg, 

enry J.F. Miller, Com- 


Middletown Air —o 
Lieut. Colonel 
manding Officer; Majors E.D. Perrin and 
J.M, Clark, San Antonio Air Depot. 
Lieut. Colonel §.J. Idzorek and Najor 
J.T, Morris, Rockwell Air Depot. 
Majors R.B,. Walker and R.S. Heald, 
Fairfield Air Depot. 


-~-000-~— 


Major A.E, Simonin, Air Corps, recent- 
ly ferried to Wright Field from:the plant 
of the Cartiss Company, Buffalo, N.Y., a 
hew P.~364 airplane for inspection and 
flight testing by the Materiel Division. 
This is the first production article to 
be delivered on a contract for 210 of 
these airplanes placed in July, 1937, at 
& total cost of $4,113,550. 
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form, 





NEW ARMY-NAVY AERONAUTICAL SPECIFICATION 
UNIT ESTABLISHED AT MATERIEL DIVISION. 


For the purpose of ppteiaing standard- 
ization of aeronautical specifications 
between the Army and the Navy, a new 
Army-Navy Aeronautical Specification 
Unit has been established at the Air 
Corps Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
Ohio, which shall be known as the "A-N 
Aeronautical Specification Unit." ‘The 
administrative control of this unit will 
be vested in the Chief of the Materiel 
Division, and the executive control in 


‘the Permanent Working Committee of the 


Aeronautical Board, Washington, D.C, 

The Air Corps Specifications and Stand- 
ards Unit, which 1s at present at the 
Materiel Division, will cooperate with 
the new unit in ail matters of an admin- 
istrative nature pertaining to specifica- 


-tion reyuirements, also in all matters 


pertaining to the change of specifica- 
ions already prepared into A-N or, if 
feasible, into Federal specification 
Specifications under the new unit 
will fall into the following categories: 
Those which have been covered by A-N 


| Aeroneutical Standards; 


Those which have been covered by A-N 
Commerce Aeroneutical requirements; 

Those which cover commodities having 
exactly identical technical requirements 


| for the Army and Navy, or those having 


requirements which may readily de 
brought into accord; and 

Those which are requested by either 
service as containing requirements sat- 
isfactory to both. ; 

With full coordination and cooperation 
between all working agencies, it is hoped 
that closer standardization may be 
brought about. 

Lieut. Colonel Harrison W%, Flickinger, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, is 
the Army member of the Permanent Working 
Committee in charge of the new unit, 
Working personnel consist of three en- 
gineers, particularly qualified because 
of familiarity with tecinical require- 
ments of the Materiel Division, and 
clerical assistanis. #9 

A similar Coordinating Unit has been 
organized, representing Navy require- 
ments, and is functioning at the Naval 
Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Lieut. Commander J.E. Dyer is the Naval 
member of the Permanent Working Commit- 
tee in charge of the new Navy A-N Unit, 
which office corresponds with that of 
Colonel Flickinger's for the Arny. 


---000--— 


Wright Field, on Saturday, April 30th, 
was visited by 250 members of the Junior 
Association of Commerce in convention in 
Dayton from all parts of Ohio. They 
toured the field, the flying line and the 
Army Aeronautical Museum and listened to 
lectures on outstanding engineering acti- 
vities by Major Carl F. Greene, of the 
age rocurement Branch, and Mr. 


nc Rt A IO 


Dickey, of the Propeller Unit. 
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WEATHER OFFICERS 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 

cre evoggee f recently issued, eight Air 

orps officers are slated for duty as 
students to pursue a course of instruc- 
tion in Meteorology at civilian educa- 
tional institutions. 

First Lieut. Paul H, Johnston, of 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., is to proceed to 
Cambridge, Mass., to pursue the summer 
course of instruction in Mathematics and 
the regular course of instruction in Me- 
teorology at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

The following-named officers are to 
peg 4 the special course of instruction 

n Meteorology, the summer course of in- 
struction in Mathematics and the regular 
course of instruction in or be settee oA at 
the California Institute of Techno } 
Cambridge, Mass: 

First Lieuts. John DeP. T. Hills and 
Wilson H, Neal, from March Field, Calif. 
The five officers named below, also 
slated to attend the California Insti- 

tute of Technology, Pasadena, Calif., 
are to pursue the summer gourse of in- 
struction in Mathematics and the regular 
course of instruction in Meteorology, 
viz: lst Lieuts. Leo P, Dahl, from 
Barksdale Field, La.; R. Loyal Easton 
and Robert F. Fulton, from dolph 
Field, Texas; Donald N, Yates from 
Brooks Field, Texas, and Ivan L, Farman 
from Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11l. 

Six Air Corps officers, who are near- 
ing the completion of their course of 
instruction in Meteorology at civilian 
educational institutions, are under or- 
ders to proceed to the Air Corps sta- 
tions indicated for duty, viz: 

lst iigute, Edwin G. Simenson and 
Marcellus Duffy, from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambri 
the former to Selfridge Field, Mich. ,and 
the latter to the Fairfield Air Depot, 
Patterson field, Ohio, for duty as Post 
Weather Officers. 

_ Of the remaining four officers, attend- 
ing the California Institute of Te 
&y, Pasadena, Calif., lst Lieuts. Sidney 
A. Ofsthun is slated for duty with the 
Srd Weather Squadron, Barksdale Field, 
La.; Harold L, Smith to duty with the 
lst Weather Squadron, March Field, Calif. ; 
Sebastian Stone as Post Weather Officer 
at Fort Lewis, Wash., and John 3B. Acker- 
man as Post Weather Officer at Chanute 
Field, I11, 

First Lieut. Anthony Q. Mustoe has been 
relieved from Gaby as Post Weather Offi- 
cer at Selfridge Field, Mich., and as- 
signed to duty as Weather Officer of the 
GHQ Air Force, with station at Langley 
Field, Va. 

‘ ——-000--- 


ASSIGNMENT OF TACTICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES 


e, Mass., 


chnolo- 


dicated upon the completion of their 

resent course of instruction at the Air 
pera Tactical Schceol, Maxwell Field, 

a. 
To cley Field, Va.: Major Harrison 

G, Urocker and Captain de K, Rich, 

To Mitchel Field, N,Y¥,: Major Sigmund 
F, Landers, captain George H, Sparhawk, 
lst Lieut. Raymond L, Winn, 

. To Chanute Field, I1l.: Captain Reuben 


Kyle, Jr. 
To vs Ereld, penvers Colo,: lst 
Lieut. Fau ° 


en, 
To Barksdale Field, La.: 18st Lieut. 

Lloyd H, Watnee. 

a To Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major Warren 


xwell, 
To Hamilton Field, Calif.: lst Lieut. 
George W. Hansen, 
suQQQaw= 

















AIR CORPS NATIONAL GUARD INSTRUCTORS 


Major Leonard D, Weddington, under or- 
ders for duty as Instructor of the 3lst 
Division Aviation, Alabama National 
Guard, Birmingham, Ala., upon the com- 
Pletion of his present course of instruc- 
tion at the Air Corps Tactical School, 
relieves Captain Ronald L. Hicks, who is 
aaniqned to duty in the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, parang ton, D.C. 

Captain Lee Q. Wasser is assigned to 
duty as Instructor of the 34th Division 
Aviation, Minnesota National Guard, St. 
Paul, Minn., upon the completion of his 
course of instruction at the Tactical 
School, 

Major David R. Stinson is relieved 
from duty as Instructor, Air Corps, 
Massachusetts National Guard, and assign- 
ed to duty at —— Field, Va. 


AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING COURSES 


The following-named Air Corps officers 

| are under orders for duty as students 

| to pursue a course in aeronautical en- 

| gineering at the educational institu- 
ions indicated, viz: 

To the ee Ht | of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Mich,: lst Lieut. Daniel F. 
Callahan, Jr., upon the completion of 
his present course of instruction at the 
Air Corps Engineering School, Wright 
Field, Ohio, 

To the California Institute of Tech- 
nology, Pasadena, Calif.: lst Lieut. 
Clark N, Piper, upon the completion of 
his present course of instruction at the 
Air vores. Eng nees tng School, 

To Le d Stanford, Jr. University, 
Stanford Uorenteatis Calif.: lst Lieut. 
Samuel R, Brentnall, upon the completion 
of his ge courge of instruction 
at the Air Corps me ~etedgaas School. 
m~=—=—90U0 --— 


Major George C, Kenney is relievedfrom 











The following-named Air Corps officers gut ge netructor at ne Tafantry S¢hool, 
are assigned to duty at the stations in | Stn beervation Squadron, fit the! Picla. 








